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INTRODUCTION. 


nnd: Cp DEVIENT II 


H E following fheets are 

publifhed merely as a cau- 
tion to men of genius from dang- 
ling at a minifter's levee, and 
idling that time, which might be 
employed in fome more worthy 
occupation, to be honoured with 


a Ímile, a [queeze of the hand,. 


r ^79. 
, 


and a large promile. A LEVEE> 


Haunter, (foi fo they are named) 
in the opinion of the judicious 
part of mankind, is contemptible 
beyond every thing; nay, a 
Levee Haunter will even: ftoop 
toimplore protection, and reteive 

A 2 a favour 


iv UNS O DUG CIOD: 

a favour from the hand he hates. 
For why? Becaufe he is a GREAT 
Man.—The reader is therefore 
requefled to perufe thefe feries 
of Adventures, with that atten- 


tion which is due to a relation. 
of facts. 


TNTE 


N DENE ING DEFENSE 


BOBBY LOUNGE, &c. 


Se S up: gel candi 


MY BIRTH AND EDUCATION—CHARACTER OF MY 
FATHLR—HIS MANNER OF LIVING—HIS DEATH 
—EULOGIUM ON FRIENDSHIP. 


OT to givea Herald-office account 
N of my anceltors—my father was the 
younger fon of a good family; and was 
poffeffed of a {mall living at Shrewfbury ; 
—his education was above his fortune; 
and his generofity above his education : 
poor as he was, he had his flattereis 
poorer than himfelf: foi every dinner he 
eave them, they returned him an equiva- 
| m3 lent 
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lent in‘praife, and this was all he wanted : 
the fame ambition that a&uates a monarch 
at the head of his army, influenced my 
father at the head of his table. he repeated 
the ftory of the Scholars and the one Pair 
of Breeches: his flatterers- laughed at 
_ that: but the ftory of St. Dayid in the 
Sedan Chair, and the following Song were 
fure to fet the table in a roar : 


SER INA 
TUNI—CONTENTED I AM. 


I. 
WHEN.a bumper’s before me how happy am I, 
No care ever enters my breaft ; 
i count not the moments, but let them all fly, 
For the, prefent I know are the beft, 


T. 
Let the dealers in morals fententioufly prate, i 
And tell me that life's but a fpan ; 
Like others 1 know I am fubject to fate, 
So of life I'll make all that I can. L 


iil. 
If Fortune fhould frown, Iwill never repine, 
The jade ftıll ıs fickle I know ; . 
Give mea good friend, anda bumper of wine, 
Thole are bleffings the chiefeft below. 


~ 


N. 
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IV. 
No fect I defpife, yet to none I am bound, 
For ftill I am eafy and free ; 
With a heart-chearing fong let the ev’nifig be crown’d, 
So mırth, and good liquor for me, 


Va 
The mifer may hoard, and the tradefinan may toil, 
Why let them perfue their own way ; 
If I’ve but the comforts of life can {mile, 
And meagre fac’d care keep away. 


VI. 
Then give me-my bumper, and true-hearty friend, 
My time fhall fill merrily pafs ; 
I will laugh, I will tipple unto my life’s end, 
Nor look at the fand inthe glafs. — - 


Thus his pleafure was increafed in pro- 
portion to the pleafure he gave: he loved 
all the world, and fancied all the world 
loved him.—As his fortune was very {mall, 
he lived up to the extent of it, he had no 
intention of leaving me, his fon, money : 
no, that was drofs: he was refolved I 
fhould have learning: for learning, ‘he 
ufed to obferve, was better than filver 
or gold : for that purpofe he undertook to 
inftru& me himfelf, and therefore ufed 
his utmoft endeavours to form my morals, 
fo as to improve my, underftanding‘; in 

u he. was occafionally af ifted by thé 
s parith 
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parifh clerk, David Difmal.—Poor David! 
often have I ftruggled to myfelf from fre- 
quent fits of laughter, which his formal 
phyfiognomy occafioned :—he was indeed 
the very eflence of antiquity :—his me- 
thodical behaviour very ill futted my turn 
of mind: I was fond of drefs and company, 
and was carelefs in the extreme :—not- 
withftanding which, David would tell my 
father, if I took care, I fhould be a great 
man one time or other, for I had a thorough 
knowledge of things :—In fhort he learned 
me the following rules; (which, alas ! did 
not at all futt the age we live 1n)— That 
univerfa] benevolence cemented Society. 
—To confider all the wants of mankind as 
my own.—Tlo regard the buman face 
Divine with efteem.—Indeed at laft (tho' 
1 full retained my other failings) he wound 
me up to a mere machine of pity, and 
made me.incapable of withftandıng either 
real, or fictitious diftrefs.—In a word, I 
was perfectly inftru&ted in the art of giv- 
ing away thoufands, before I was taught 


the more neceffary qualification of gettmg 
a farthing. 


I cannot avoid imagining, that thus re- 
fined by his leffons, out of all my fufpicion, 
and divefted of all the little cunning na- 

i ture 
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ture had given me, Tiefembled, upon my 
firt entrance into the bufy and infiduous 
woild, one of thofe gladiators who were 
expofed without arms in the amphitheatre 
at Rome. - 


My father, however, who had only {esn 
the world on one fide, feemed to triumph in 
my fuperior difcernment; though at this 
time my whole ftock of wifdom confifted 
in, being: able to difcourfe on fubje&s that 
once were ufeful, becaufe they were then 
topics of the bufy world.. When; had 
reached the age of eighteen, myfather 
died, and left me—his BLESSING. 


Thus fhoved from fhore, without ill- 
nature to protect, or cunning to guide, or 
proper ftores to fubfift me, ın fo danger- 
ous a voyage, I was obliged to embark 
into the wide world; but, in order to- 
fettle in life, my friends advifed me, (for 
they always advife, when they begin to 
defpife us) they advifed me, 1 fay, to go 
into orders! To be obliged to wear my 
hai curled round, when I liked it queued, 
ora black coat, when I chofe fca:let, I 
though: was a reftiaint upon my liberty; 
beides, I had no turn for fach folemnity, | 
fo-I abfolutely rejected the propofal. 

i A prieft 
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A prieft in England, in thefe modern 
times, 1s not the fame mortified creature 
with a Bonze in China: with us, not he 
that faits beit, but eats beft, is reckoned 
the beft liver. Yet I rejected a life of 
eafe, luxury, and indolence, from no 
Gher confideration, but change of drefs ; 
fo that my friends were now fätısfied I was 
undcne. k 

Yet, full, I had friends, numerous 
friends! and to them I was refolved to 
apply——Oh !_ fnendfhip' thou fond 
foother of the human breaft! to thee we. 
fly in every calamity—to thee the wretched 
feek for fuccour!—and the care-tued fon 
of mifery rekes ! —from thy kind affiftance 
the vnfortunate always hope for relief, and 
may be fure of—Difappontment, (at leaft 
fo with the friends of this age.) 


CHAP, 


CHAP. IL 


A TRIAL OF FRIENDSHIP—VÍSIT MR. DRYBONES, 
THE ATTORNELY—MY RECEPTION=-GO TO MR 
TRIM—LEAVE HIM IN A RAGE. 


S I was refolved to make a trial of 

my pretended friends, I, on the 
following day, put my defign into execu- 
tion: the firft I vifited was Mr. Drybones, 
the attorney, to whom my father had of- 
ten lent fums of money, when firft he fet 
up in his profeffion: I therefore thought 
myfelf fecure of fuccefs. As I went 
along, ** if I obtain the loan of zool. of 
my fuend, I will inftantly fet off for Lon- 
don, and purchafe fome place under go- 
vernment, by the profits of which 1 (hall 
foon be enabled to repay my friend's ge- 
nerofity." Filled with thefe reflections, 
I reached his houfe; and having knocked 
at the door and obtained admittance, I 
found him picking his teeth in an eafy 
char. (Now he had head nothing of 
my misfoitune, that is, my father not 
leaving me any income.) Compliments 
having paffed on both fides, I, without 
ceremony, informed him of my fituation, 
concluding with telling him, that now was 
the 
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the time to (hew his friendfhip, for I wanted 
to borrow two hundred pounds of him.— 
And pray, Sir, (replied he) do you want 
all this money? Indeed I never wanted 
it more, (cned I.) Iam forry for that, 
(returns D ydoues) with all my heart—for 
they who want money when they come to 
borrow, will want money when they come 
to pay. So, John, fhew Mr. Lounge out. 
Good afternoon, Su !—Filled with fhame 
at this mortifying treatment, I waited not 
for John’s attendance, but fallied down 
ftairs, exclaiming agamft the ingratitude 
of one who had been fo much obliged to 
my father. 


I next ıefolved to folicit Mr. Trim, the 
ftock-broker. If I have faded. (faid I to 
myfelf) with one who profeffed fiiendlhip 
for me, that may not always be the cafe. 
On obtaining admiffion to him, I made 
the fame requeft.—T wo hundied pounds! 
aye, certainly, I will lend you that fum 
immediately ! —1 was almoft oveicome 
with joy at the anfwer I received ; and, 
pulling out an empty puife, was preparing 
to receive the glittering ftoie, when my 
friend, putting on a long face, afked me 
what fecurity I could give. Security ! 
(exclaimed J, rather aftonıfhed at the: 

change 
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change in his behaviour), I would wifh to 
make a matter of friendfhip of i.— A 
matter of fuendfíhip," re-echoed he !— 
** pray, fir, what has fnendfhip to do with 
two hundred pounds’ A pretty fellow ! 
Friendfhip! Good Mr. Friendly, how 
long ıs it fince you became fo good na- 
tured as to afk two hundied pounds upon 
friendfhip ?” Buifting with 1age, I had 
not patience to liften to the reft of his ex- 
ordiums, but overturning a well-filled ta- 
ble, I rufhed out of the houfe, and haftened 
home, vowing to retaliate their ill behavı- 
our, if ever it came in my power. 


B CHAP. 


DET] 


CoH pA Preeti, 


WAIT ON PARSON DULLFACE-— URGE MY DISTRESS, 
EIS ANSV ER — AM DIS\PPOJNTED— MEET WITH 
UNEXPECTED RELIEF—AND BY WHOM. 


'€ Had been at home about half an hour, 
A reflecting on my unhappy fituation, 
when a thought ftruck me—it was this : 
Parfon BuBfue, who was rector of a vil- 
lage within two miles of my habitation, I 
recollected had often taken great notice of 
me, when he ufed to vift my father: to 
him, as the Jaft, I refolved to apply ; 
therefore, after refiefhing myfelf, I ımme- 
diately fet out to his vicaiage; and, in 
iefs than an hour reached it .—he behaved 
very politely, defiring me to feat myfelf, 
and obierving, this vilit was friendly ;— 
but, mo fooneı had I acquainted him with 
my fituation, than his tone changed : he 
told me 1 had been, he feared, lavith of 
the little my father had left me, and that 
l was always indolent and carelefs: he 
could not think of any fuch thing; at the 
fame time urging what a fcandal it would 
be to his cloth fhould he patronize extra- 
vagance. At this inftant the fmell of a 
tythe pig, -fmoaking hot, paffing through 
the room, faluted the parfon’s noftrils. So 

without 
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without ceremony he bid me a good after- 
noon, and waddled out of the room, leav- 
ing meoverwhelmed with confufion at my 
difappointment. | 


Going down ftairs, who fhould I meet 
in the paflage, but my methodical tutor 
David Difmal; the poor fellow fhook me 
by the hand, and feemed heartily glad to 
fee me, adding, ıf I would inform him 
where I refided, he would call on me after 
prayers. Having told me that fince my 
father’s death he. had been engaged as 
clerk to Bullface : faying this, he italked 
up ftairs, and I returned home. 


Accordingly, at the time appointed, 
Difmal came, and being feated, without 
any previous introduction, began as fol- 
lows :—** Look’e, Mafter Lounge, Ihave 
heard of your fituation, and am forry that 
the fon of a worthy man fhould be in- 
volved in diftrefs : as for the brute my 
mafteı, (for T heard the whole account at 
dinner,) treat him with the contempt he 
defeives: I have here twenty pounds, 
which I faved in my place; if you think 
it worthy your acceptance, Heaven blefs 
you with it: as for me, I fhan't want it." 


B 2 Struck 
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Struck with the gratitude of one from 
whom I fo little expected it, I was for 
fome time unible to anfwer: he obferving 
it, faid, ** Sur, I infift on your taking it, 
and m.ke yourfelf eafy: I hope things 
will go better: I am now going to ferve 
you taither: this afternoon I {poke to the 
lord of our manor, “Squire Worthy, who 
has promifed to give you a iecommenda- 
tion to Lo d Squezze, the munifter : you 
fhall have it in the moining.” So faying, 
he withdiew, leaving me everwhelmed 
with furpiize at this unexpected generofity. 


CHAP. 


Cor Acta NS 


RECEIVE MY LETTER--TAKL LEAVE OF DISMAL— 
SET OFT FOR LONDON—DROLL ADVENTURE: AT 
AN INN—CHARACTER OF MR. QUEERUM—DITTO 
OT CAPTAIN BLUSTER AND OF SAMMY SMIRK— 
REACU LONDON 


N the morning, Difmal, according to 

piomife, arived, with the letter di- 
rected for Lord Squeeze, in Downing- 
feet: he advifed me to fet off immedi- 
ately for London, adding, ımphatically, 
** ah, Bob, I fhall live to fee you a gieat 
man" I prefled the honeft old clerk's 
hand, and 1ephed, í if ever I am, David, 
I fhall not be deflitute of gratitude to ie- 
talare your generohty.”  ** No, my dear 
young mafter," fud David, ** I dare be 
iworn thou wilt not; but Heavens blefs 
thee in whatever truon of hfe it pleafeth 
to place thee—ihou fhalt not want my 
players.” 


D.fmal tud with me the whole day, 
and next morning 1 fct off in the ftage for 
Lo.idon—taking with me my all,—David 
promifing to difpote of my goods, and re- 

B 3 mit 
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rut me the money when I reached Lon- 
don, —shich confifted of two fuits ot 
cloaths, nine fhirts, eight patr of ftockings, 
iva ham, handkerchiefs, &c. and twenty 
poenas in my Docket; fo that in my own 
imaginauo.a, I alieady became a gieat 
is 


We that evening put up at an inn on 
the read, where ] met with the following 
saventure —There were two oftleis 


utied to the privilege of the kitchen and 
2 lop in the pan into the bai gain. John, 
“so: that was his name) feemed to be the 
ravournte of Bridget, and Fames her aver- 
Pon: Cus nettled the latter, and he was 
"foived to be revenged: he heard Brid- 
get whifper to fon, that her door fhould 
and open in the might. Of this Fames 
was determined to avail himfelf, and be 
before-hand with the other, who had that. 
nizht taken large portions of the tankard. 
As liquor generally makes people amorous, 
foit was with the fubject Fames had to 
work upon. John now being half feas 
over, James altered his firit defign, of 
being before-hand with him, but deter- 


mined 
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mined to fill them with terror, ere they had 3 
time to confummate then loves :—and now 
the god of fleep had exerted his influence 
over all the houfe, faving Bridget and 
fobs — (he impatiently waiting for her 
fwain—he bufy in groping out her cham- 
ber—the lazy landlord no longer heard 
the keen and quick reproaches of his 
wife—the fubtle turnfpit now no longer 
dreaded the brawny hand of 2:;zet, but 
fafely lay by thé afh gate fide, with the 
trufty houfe dog, and keen fcented hound: 
and now John, oblerved by James, was . 
feen to enter Bridget’s chambei ! 


** Oh, curfe of violent paffions ! what 
indifcretions do ye betay 1a us! and you, 
ye unfortunate pair! were ye not the caufe 
of each alarm, for meeting at this filent 
hour of night, and not having cautwufly 
faftened your door ?" 


The village clock had now firuck. 
twelve, when Fames, with the fiiendly aid 
of the Jack chain and a fheet off his bed,, 
like a ghoft firides towards his defign : he 
bore in his hand a plate, in which was 
laid a compofition of fpirits of wine and 
falt, which being fet on fige, and held 
near the middle, with the addition É au 

itle ` 
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little whiting rubbed over his face, occa- 
fioned him to make a very horrid appear- 
ance : being thus prepared, he ftalks into 
Bridges chamber, where the amorous 
Joka was juft imbibing the unctuous fra- 
grance from his dulcinea’s lips. James, 
as he entered the room, brought up a 
deep groan fiom the bottom of his tho- 
rax, and, drawing near the bed, ftood 
over them in a threziening attitude, fo 
that when they turned then eyes, they be- 
held a dreadful apparition :eady to devour 
them ! — Bridget fainted away—not with. 
love, gentle reader! but with fear: and 
Jobz, with a face which teftified that he 
expected every moment he fhould he 
carned though the au, rofe upon his 
knees, and, in a tone of inciedible dif- 
tels, exclaimed,—'* O ! good dear Mr. 
Devil, if you will but forgive me this 
once, I will never more cheat a travelei’s 
horie of his corn—I know Ive be-5 4 
wicked mortal—but i— I |” Here 
unable to preces L.S. cvgn. fear, he fuk 
fenfelcis on the ved. This gave Fame: an 
opzertunity to ciag ^im into the hav-joft; 
and, a'te this returned to his chamber : 
It harnned that I 'ay roxt to hin, and 
hea ing a nefe, jumped oat of bed: on 
opening his door, I perceived him pulling 

off 
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off his difguile; which he obferving, re- 
lated the whole affan ; adding, ** 1f. you 
don’t blab, makter, you'll fee fome fun." 


By the time Mr. ghoft had vanifhed, 
Bridget difcovered herielf, and began to 
alarm the family, with hei cries, with all 
the vociferation imaginable. Fames, in 
his way,-had let fall fome of the fpirits, 
which now burnt 1 a blue flame: the firft 
who entered Bridget’s chamber was Mr. 
Queerum, a London excife officer, who, 
to do him juftice, was ugly beyond ex- 
pieffion : he feeing the blue flame burn- 
ing, called out ** Fire! fire! fire!” upon 
which running to the door oppofite, he 
seceived the contents of an earthen veflel 
all over him! the whole being performed 
by the light Fames had {cattered about the 
room.—Queerum full continued bawling 
outas before, with the addition of thieves ! 
thieves! when anothei door opened, and 
the unfortunate excıleman received a blow 
from an ugly left hand, which brought 
him to the ground. 


The light which James fcattered was 
now extinguifhed, and it was total dark- 
nefs, when I hearing the ftrange buftle in 
the paflage, ventüred out of my room, 

with 
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with a light: and oh, what a fcene there 
had met my eyes! Had the inimitable 
Hogarth, or Rowlandfon been piefent, 
they might have had capital fketches from 
nature—the exeiferzzn juft mfing from the 
floor, with his eyes catt upwards, fhewed 
a face not very agreeable to the view ;— 
within the coor appeared the hero, who 
had leveled Qveeum to the ground—his 
head encircled with fomething that 1efem- 
bled a corenet—but on a nearer view, 
was perceived to be that part of the male 
«ture called by the name of breeches : 
in one hand he brandilhea a bed-poft, in 
the other a piftol : the ghoft had fo teiri- 
fied him, he was in a temporary ftate of 
madnefs—nor was bis companion, a male 
milliner, mueb behind him in his way— 
he appeared with a pair of ftays over his 
fhirt, and a fmelling-bottle in his hand, 
defiring the Captain [for fuch I found he 
was ] not to be too boifterous, or he would 
faint, "pon honour! The hoftefs had in 
her confufion, placed en her head het huf- 
band’s full-bottomed wig, and what added 
moft to the grotefque appearance, was its 
being placed the wrong fide before! this, 
with the addition of a red petticoat acrofs 
her fhouldeis, completed her drefs;—nor 
was the hoft equiped in a lefs extraordi- 


Daly 
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naty manner; he, like the reft, had put on 
the firt thing he could find, which hap- 
pened to be a large black cloak of his 
wife's, which, with a high-crowned hat 
and feathers, that he had placed over his 
night-cap, completed his habiliments :— 
the other travellers, male and female, ap- 
peared feverally in their fhuts and fhifts, 
all with the firongelt expreflions of fear. 
and furprize pouitiayed in their counte- 
nances. 


Such was the fituation of the people 
and affairs when I- brought the light. I 
now began to enquire into the caufe of 
the difturbance, [though I well knew it 
before] and being informed by Bridget, 
of what had appeared, fhe concluding, 
with telling me, that the Devil flew away 
with Joba through her room ! 


I could not help fmiling at her inven- 
tion. I then pıopofed feaiching for John, 
and knowing well enough where he was, 
we foon found him upon a trufs of hay, 
almoft melted to a jelly with fear, and, 
by the effluvia which faluted our nottrils, 
we were convinced he was mote in need 
of roaft beef and plum pudding, than of 
purging noftrums! Being fupported in a 

reclining 
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reclining attitude, and having recovered a 
lirtle, he began his ftory by telling us, the 
Devil had conveyed him from his bed, 
and left him where he then was ;—in this 
he was corroborated by Bridget, who af- 
firmed, it vanifhed in a flafh of fie! She 
hkewife added to the ghoft a pair of horns 
znd a long tail. 


I pretended to laugh them out of their 
fear, by fuppofing that Jobs might have 
walked there in his fleep; but not all the 
eloquence of a Fox or a Sheridan could 
perfuade Captain Blufer, or the reft of 
the company out of their opinion, or ın- 
duce them to reure to their refpective 
apaitments, one and all declaring it their 
intention to pafs the remainder of the night 
in the kitchen, and iefrefh themfelves 
with fomething comfortable. I finding that 
was their fixed refolution, retired to my 
chamber, where I found James, waiting 
the period of this adventure, and almoft 
convulfed with laughter. 


Nexr morning I arofe, and after re- 
frething myfelf, took my former place in 
the lage. We had not drove far, when 
I recollected the faces of Queo um, Capt. 
Biufter, and the other effeminate gentleman 

Who 
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who had made no inconfiderable part of 
the foregoing faice, 


I foon found Captain Blufler, was one 
of thofe who, under the title of Captain, 
concealed every vice Tam capable of men- 
tioning : he had been at Monmouth, to 
vifit an aunt, and was on his retuin to 
London. G 


. Queerum was an excifeman, and was 
returning. from a fruitlefs enterprize. 


As to the laft, his name, I found, was 
Sammy Smirk, a vender of {mall wares, in ` 
Broad-ftreet: in a word, he was one of 
thofe reptiles called a Man Milliner.— 


cc Pon my foul,” fays Sammy, ** I feel 
myfelf very much difordered from the laft 
night's accident—fha'n't. recover myfelf 
thefe three weeks."—** Zounds !” fays the 
Captain, ** what a pidgeon-livered fellow 
you mut be—oh, if he had come near 
Mem,” “Not fo faft, Captain," re- 
echoed the other, ** if you was a man of 
courage, you would advance to fubdue an 
enemy ; but, Captain, lam a witnefs, that - 
you then had other feelings, and that all 

| C. s your. 


-26 THE ADVENTURES OF BOBBY LOUNGE; 


your five fehfes were fully engaged, for 
your knees 1attled together like marrow- 
bones, and you fhook fiom top to toe with 
fear, as much as 1 did."—-—** Fire and 
fury !” returned the Captain, ** you little 
‚nic, do xou dare to tza me with cow- 
adice? Sdeath! d—n-———n' you iat- 
cil, I'll carbonade yo.—but, I thırk, 
xou e-hardh worth my ıevenge, you re- 
uer of bobbins.”—“* Hem!” fays the 
iop, * you brute, do you dare to reflect on 
my ptoteflion ?"—** Dare,” replied the 
other, *^ another word, and I ']j|—" Here 
Į fiopped him, defüing him to (ecotie&t 
tae obect of his wrath, and the great 
power Ot the laws Se Nonsärcariche 
fiend,” returns B/yfer, ** and 1 am obliged 
to you for your advice.” Thus I fettled 
peace once more; and nothing futher 
worthy remark happened till my {afe ar- 
rival at the Saracen's-head, Snow-huill ;— 
where Blvfier and I, with three or four 
others, {pent the evening, in agieeable 
converfe, on various fubjects, tll my 
friend Blujer became fo elevated by the 
juice of the vine, that he could not digeft 
any arguments that did not implicitly tally 
with ‘his own ideas, however ridiculous. 
—In-the courfe of converfation, on& of the 
guefts, a fhrewd. "Gent, and lively 
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companion, took occafion to remark on 
the vaft number of loofe idle fellows, on the. 
army half-pay, as a heavy ufelefs burden 
on the community, devouring the bread 
of infants, and fquandering away the 
produce of the labourer’s toil 1n wanton- 
nefs and other vices, many of whom ftrut- _ 
ted about in boots with cockades, who 
did not know a caitouch-box fiom a 
band-box. At thefe words Blufer loft the 
command of his temper, and, burfting: 
into a rage, drew his rufty fword, which 
never appeared on the plains of Minden, 
and would have ıunned him through, had 
not the gentleman prudently checked his 
intention, by afking pardon, and declar- : 
ing he did not know him to be one of that 
defcription; yet, as the cap fitted him, 
hoped he would wave the matter ull a 
proper opportunity, and not dılcompole 
the reft of the good company. 


« Why, d—n you, you looby,” fays 
Blußer, ** I have been in the army thefe 
forty’ years, and how dare you to leffen 
my character, and fay I don’t know a 
catridge box from a band box? D—n 
me, ‘if you fay anothe: word upon the fub- 
ject, PI Tpit you, d—n me.” Here we 
obferved the approach of a very ferrous 

Cz pU HCOAC 
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fcene, which called loudly for an inter- 
ference of the company ; on my part, I 
took occafion to ıemind him of the ım- 
propriety of his conduct on the road—how 
much fuch conduct had fulhed the cha- 
racter of a gentleman, exalted by the or- 
rament of his Majeity’s commituon—that 
his behaviour had thiown a doubt on his 
character, by his not obíerving decency 
in the company neswas.in, and aiie 
did not correct his conduct, either he or 
I fhould quit the room, for | was deter- 
mined to fpead an agreeable hour with 
the company, undifturbed by fuch ungen- 
teel altercation, Thus had the defred 
effect ; and the remainder of the evening 
was fpent with great good humour, with- 
out the Captain fpeaking another word 
concerning the difference between a cal~ 
touch and a band-box. 


Cena. Ves 


ATTEND LORD SQUEEZE's LEVEE—MY RECEPTION, 
——AM PROMISED A PLACE—MY JOY ON THE OC- 
C1S310N— TAKE GENTEEL LODGINGS—AN ADVEN- 
TURE AT THE PLAY-HOUSE, 


N the morning, after having put on 

a clean ruffled fhirt, a fcarlet coat, filk 
{tockings, a faifhionable fword, &c. &c. 
] proceeded to Lord Squeeze: though feve- 
ral times directed out of my way, I at 
length arrived at his magnificent manfion; 
and, after knocking feveral times at the 
door, a furly ill-looking fellow, opened 
it, who in a hoarfe voice, demanded 
what I wanted. 1, in a fubmiffive man- 
ner, afked for my Lord. <“ He is not to 
be fpoke to,” anfweis the fully cerbery. 
I requefted to know when I could fee him. 
* Don't Know,” fays the fellow, and in- 
ftantly fhut the doo: in my face ; and, 
had I not been tolerably dexterous, he 
would have faftened in the fkirts ofi my 
befl coat, and broke my elegant {word. 


- A pretty reception this, thought I to 
myfelf. Ifthis 1s the London genteehty; I 
í (3 (hall 
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fhall begin to have but a very mean opi- 
nion of my fituation ; fo I walked away, 
bewildered in thought and anxiety, ull I 
arrived in St. James’s Paik, where I per- 
ambulated till the clock fuuck one, when 
a new thought {truck me, and I inftantly 
fallıed back to Downing-fheet, and after 
paiming the porter two fhillings, I readily 
obtained admittance to my Lord, who was 
under the hands of his frıfleur. I made 
him my obedience, and piefented the let- 
ter, which he had no fooner read, thar 
he arofe, and {queezing me by the hand, 
told me he would take great care not to 
forget me. I made him my acknowledg- 
ments, and requefted to know when I 
might be honoured with another audience: 
he replied, to-moriow was his levy day, 
and he would be glad of my attendance ; 
concluding with affuring me of his beft 
fervices. Saying this, he retired, and left 
me in an inundation of joys on the graci- 
ous reception I met with; and as the 
porter appeared rather more civil than 
ufeal, on his opening the door, I flipped 
him another fhilling, and ftrutted into the 
ftreet with an air of confequence, congra- 
tulating mylelf on my approaching afflu- 
ence, l 


The 
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The next bufinefs which claimed my 
attention, was to provide a convenient 
lodging. Accordingly, I traveifed all 
the neighbouiing ftieets, as I was deter- 
mined to be as near my Lord as pofüble, 
and at length, obferving a bill up ata 
genteel houfe in Parliament, deferiptive of 
Apartments for fingle Gentlemen, F rap- 
ped at the door, and defired to fee the 
room, which the willing landlady readily 
complied with. I expiefled- my .appra- 
bation, and defired to know the price, al- 
though I believe my readers will gi¥e-me 
credit for faying, that her demand, how- 
ever exoibitant, was but a fecondary con- 
fideration in the then fate of my expecta- 
tions: ‚“ why, fir,” replied the good dame, 
eyeing my puife, which 1 had in my 
hand, in readinefs to fecure apartments fo 
‘contiguous to my Lord, ‘* one guinea 
and a,half per week, is the loweft I can 
take ; and that is exceeding cheap ın Paı- 
liament-ftreet, where gentlemen offer any 
money, on account of the convenience t 
the houfes of parliament and the minifter's 
leyccs,——— " Herel interrupted the good 
lady, who feemed inclined to continue her 
encomium on the fituation till midnight, 
by affuring her I was peife&tly fatished ; 
‘and having paid her a week’s bm 

to 
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told her I fhould fleep there that evening, 
and would fend my trunks immediately. 
So faying, I returned to the inn, where, 
for the expence of a fhilling, I had my 
moveables conveyed to my lodgings. 


On my return home, ( now concluding 
X had one) I found my landlady’s fon, 
and a todger, in the back parlour, on the 
point of going to the play. I refolved at 
once, if agreeable, to accompany them 
thither: they received my offer with plea- 
fure; and after drinking a comfortable 
difh of tea, we fet out to the theatre, where 
the tragedy of Ifabella was to be perform- 
ed: the houfe was every where crouded : 
for my part, the brılliancy of the lamps, 
the mufic, &c. took up my attention fole- 
ly, having never been in London before. 
And, as a defcription of that kind of 
theatre to which 1 was accuftomed to re- 
fort in the country, may not be unenter- 
taining to my readers, 1 fhall here draw a 
picturefque view of the beft theatre in our 
neighbourhood : — Farmer Free^old's barn 
always fupplies the place of a théatre; in 
which are raifed a few boards, collected 
from the ruins of fome decaying manfion, 
on a few barrels, bricks, &c. to anfwer the 
purpofes of a ftage: the fcenes are com- 


pofed 
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pofed of pieces of old painted papers, 
collected from old buildings, and patted 
upon wooden fiames, with the addition 
of a few old paper pictures—the drefles 
confift of left-off cloaths, once the com- 
panions of fome venerable ruftic fages, as 
you will believe when I inform you, that 
one of the cuffs may affoid cloth fufficient 
to make a modern maccaronı a garment to 
cover the principal part of his body ; and 
the walftcoat flaps ım propoition ; thefe 
metamorphofed with fome red leather, 
lacquered with different colours; their, 
faces covered with a vanety of frightful 
mafks; their band, two blind fiddlers, 
and a fifer; the feats for the accommoda- 
tion of the audience, compofed of old 
chairs, ftools, &c. &c. the pieces which 
they perfoım, have names of their own 
creation; fometimes {pelling the title of a 
good play backwards, as they do their 
names alfo;—for ınftance, for Fabella, 
they fay Allebafß ; for Who's the Dupe, fay 
S'obw eht Epud, and fo on, and almoft as 
perfectly tranfpofing every act and fcene of 
their performance. The readet, I hope, 
will pai don this introduction of a defcrip- 
tion of à country theatre; the contraft will 
plead fome excufe for my aftonifhment, 
atthis time, when the curta'n drew up, 
and the play began. 

At 
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At the clofe of the third at, my feelings 
were rouzed at a \oung lady’s funüng, 
th.ough the intolerable heat of the houfe. 
Į immediately fuppo ted her in my arms, 
and by the aid of another lady who fate 
next to her, the foon recovered In my 
whole hfe I never faw fo fweet a human 
form ; in fhoit, nature had lavifhed all 
her beauties here, unattended by art: fhe 
made me manv acknowledgments for my 
civility, and to forth, and I do declare I 
thought myfelf highly favoured, and ré- 
turned the beft compliments 1n my power ; 
fo in fhort, we were very azreeable com- 
pany for the remainder of the evening, 
and were very highly enteitained. 


_ The curtain being dropped for the laft 
time that night, F folicited the honour of 
attending her, urging the danger a young 
lady was fubje& to, at that ume of the 
evening : after a few refufals, fhe con- 
fented, concluding with her fear that fhe 
fhould take me out of my way. I con- 
ducted her to Salifbury-ftreet, whereupon, 
Knocking at the door, I was admitted into 
a genteel apartment, where an elderly 
lady was feated at fupper. ‘* Ma’am,” 
ered the fweet girl, © this is a gentleman 
to whom ] am much obliged for his care 


of 
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of me at the theatre.” ‘* Matilda,” an- 
{wets the matron, I am very much be- 
holden to him. Do fir,” continued fhe, 
tuning to me, ** cblige me by your com- 
pany to lup with us. Matilde, do you 
afk the geatleman.” Madam, (ieturned 
1) vou overwhelm me much with this good 
behaviour; fuch civility to a ftranger in 
this city, rs very rare. Afteı fuppei, the 
topic of our coi eifation was the diverfion 
of the evening, m which Matilda dif- 
played fo much wit and found judgment, 
as both fui prifed and inftructed me. ** Mrs, 
Siddons, Mamma,” faid fhe, ** in the cha- 
racter of I(abella, 1s beyond every thing 
] eve faw ; the different paffions are fo 
finely pouitiayed by her, that there was 
fcarce a diy eye in the houfe.—A propos, 
fir," turning to me, ‘f are you not of my 
opinion ?" Sincerely, Mifs, (replied I) 
no peifon can condemn your excellent 
judgment. ** Oh, you flatter,” returned 
(he. No, upon my honour, (returned 1) 
I am not yet thoroughly initiated in that 
vice.—In fhort, after fpending two hours 
very agreeably, I returned home, wholly 


taken up with the image of the charming 
Matilda. 


CHAP, 


CHEAP 


GO TO MY IO°D’$s LEVEE—MEET CAPTAIN BLUS« 
TER THERE—HIS STORY. 


N the moining I arofe about ten, and 
having gone through the hands of a 
inífeur, at twelve o'clock I arrived at my 
Lord's; there I found a numerous affem- 
blv of people, and among them my former 
intimate Captain Blufer, I inftantly went 
up to him, and after falutations were paft, 
. he informed me he was come to folicit my 
. Lord's intereft for a new regiment, his old 
one being broke; obferving that my Lord 
had promifed to prefer him in a week. “I 
fuppofe, Mr. Lounge, you are upon prefer- 
ment too.” Yes, (faid 1) Iam. “ Aye,” 
faid he, **if my Lord promifed—.” Here 
he was interrupted by my Lord’s coming 
up to us and enquiring politely how we 
did ; again promifing to ferve us in a very 
fhort time, two or three days at moft.— 
What think ye of my Lord, Captain, (faid 
I. “What do I think,” replied Blufler, 
“< why that he'll make men of us.”—I was 
full at a lofs for a knowledge why fo many 
atterided his levee: in this matter, Blufer 
kind] 
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kindly relieved me, by telling me they 
weie dependants upon my Lord's county. 
** Heavens,” exclaimed I, ‘‘heis indeed a 
benevolent man, and blefs my ftars a thou- 
fand times in directing me to a perfon, 


whofe bieaft retained. fo much humanity. - 


The levee being oveı, B/uffer propofed go- 
ing to the Tilt-yaid Coffee-Houfe, for he 
had fomething to impait to me; to which 
propofal I acquiefced— being artived there 
and calling for a bottle and toaft, he began 
as follows.—'* Mi. Lounge, fiom the time 
I had the pleafure of your company in 
the ftage coach, and fitting an eveniug 
together, I conceived a fuendfhip for you, 
which I fhould be happy to cultivate, if it 
is agieeable on your fide. "—1 replied it was 
peifectly fo; for as I was a ftranger to 
London and its methods, I fhould be hap- 
py to form an acquaintance with one fo 
well fchooled init: faying this, we fhook 
hands.—** Now,” fays he, ** I am derer- 
mined to make you laugh, though at my 
expence, by relating an adventure, in 
which I was engaged the evening befoie I 
had the pleafute of your acquaintance ;— 
as likewite the head of my ougin."—] fig- 
nifying my affent, he began his hiftory às 
appeats in the following chapter. 


D HISTORY 
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HISTORY OF CAPTAIN BLUSTER. 


«oN AY father was a phyfician of fome 
note in Scotland, and iefided at 
Edinburgh; as I was the only child, as the 
faying 15, I was fpoiled : however when I 
had attained the age of ten years, I was 
fent to a boarding fchool, about thirty 
miles from my father’s etate. I had only 
been there a very few weeks, before I felt 
the difference of my treatment.— Di .72,79's 
(that was the pedant’s name,) fole delight 
was reigning over the childien's pofteriors: 
on my numerous complaints of his treat- 
ment to my father, Ias at length ıeleafed 
from it and taken home, where I 1emained 
two years, at the conclufion of which, I 
was placed under another mafter; here I 
Was immured four years, practifing and 
inventing every kind of mufchief that 
could be thought of, for my diveifion ; 
numberlefs were the complaints made to 
my father of my wicked difpofinon—but 
without éffe& ;—I underwent the feveieft 
corre&ion, to make up for my father's non 
attention ;—-however I was ordered home, 
and glad enough of it I was;— but the 
change of my fituation did not long pleafe _ 
me, 
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me, as my father hinted his intention of 
my following his profeffion, which was a 
ftay-maker and man-milliner ;—this did 
not at all fuit my inclination ;—I was fond 
of a gay life, drefs, &c. and affociating . 
with a number of young fellows, who met, 
every week at a room in order to {pout æ 
vaiiety of fpeeches out of plays. In this 
focıety I was counted a good orator ;— - 
indeed I could tear a paflıon to tatteis as 
well as the beft of them. This fociety, 
which we entitled Te/piaas, was in gene- 
1al frequented by female membeis as well 
as male, and it was here J firft became 
acquainted with a beautiful young lady, 
whofe name was Maria; in fhoit I was en- 
tiely devoted to he: charms—and the 
chara&teis I played to her compleated the 
conqueft,—I loved her but too well! If 
I played Romeo, the was my Juliet :—Oh! 
had fhe been as virtuous as fhe was lovely, 
her fame would have been unuvalled. 


** I made my addrefles to this adorable 
and beautiful young creature, and had the 
fatisfaction to find they were well received; 
and at length, imagining I had infpired 
her with a mutual affection, I propafed an 
elopement ;—to this, without the leaft 
hefitation, fhe agieed, and the night fol- 

Da loving, 
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lowing, at about in elve o’clock, was fixed 
on for the kour of our departuie ; 1n fhoit 
after having made free with my father's 
cath, we fet out, and in a very {mall time 
arrived at Birmingham (all the way paflıng 
for man and wife, for I foon found my 
cara fpofato be no virgin) where we en- 
lifted ourfelves in a noop of imiterant 
players; I hadn’t been a member of this 
worthy community many days, eie the 
feed of jealouly began to ı00t in my 
bıeaft, at the attention one of the young 
comedians paid to Marsa: and, tho’ fhe 
did not openly return it, I was not with- 
out my fufpicions, which I quickly found 
were well founded ; for on my return to 
my lodgings one evening, juft after our 
performance was over, | found my very 
virtuous beautiful Maria had eloped with 
the fon of the Bufkin—after making fiee 
with all the cafh I Be s—no woıds 
can exprels my rage at this difcovery ;— 
I in&antly refolved to puifue them and be 
revenged,—but upon a cool reflection, I 
determined to return to my father’, and 
implore him to forgive me for my follv.— 
accordingly putmy plan in execution, and 
had the happinel of fucceeding ; but my 
father, feaiful left I fhould evci again be 


tempted 
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tempted to renew my intimacy with the 
Thelpians, putchafed me the commiffion I 
now bear:" Here Blufler ended his nar- 
rative, and our bottle being emptied, we 
pated, I to my affairs, and he to his, 


DER PISTE AP. 


Chee - 


CHA Bean ie 


MEET BLUSTER AT THE COFFEE HOUSE—RELATE 
A COMICAL ADYENTURE--CHARACTERS OF JACK 
QUIDMIRE—F, FRIBBLE—AND DENNIS O'DUNDER 


HE next day having according to 
appointment met Blv/er at the coffee 
houfe, he, agieeable to his promife, ıe- 
lated his evening’s adventuie, which was 
a5 follows : 


** One evening laft week, being out late, 
and fome miles trom home, I 1efolved to 
take up a lodging in the firft peafant’s 
houfe that feemed willing to 1eceive me; 
while walking alone, and fit for mifcluef, 
Twas confidenng within myfelf where I 
could be beft accommodated,—then ru- 
minating on the ill confequence of mixing 
with firangers,—] was of two minds, 
whether it would be moft proper I fhould 
purfue my journey, o1 ftop to reft myfelf; 
with thefe ambiguous thoughts, I came to 
a genteel looking houfe :— Juft as I gained 
the door, it opened, anda decent looking 

female 
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female came running out, who feemed to 
be a feivant, and on the hunt for fome ex- 
pected perfon :—Impreffed with this na- 
tural fuppofition, I approached her. ‘* Is 
your name Amwell,” cued fhe, in rather an 
impatient manner? I anfweıed in the af- 
fumative, peiceiving by her queftion, 
there was fomething to be dived into, and 
you know, that I am never backwaid to 
ect at any bufinefs of this kind, for I foon 
difcovered that there was an clopement 
going forwaid, and learned what Ma'am 
wasabout. ** And is the coach ready ?" 
continued fhe. * The coach ! Yes, yes, my 
deat, I'll get a coach in a minute, there is a 
ftand near us.’ ** Oh! dofo, make hatte, 
mıftrefs & her maiden aunt, are nown bed 
and afleep : Lonja has her bundle ıeady, 
and prepared for elopement—you cannot 
have a better opportunity, fhe pooi thing 
will bieak her heart, if difappointed."— 
‘Nay, by heavens P fad I, ‘fhe hall 
not be difappointed, I will sun and pro- 
vide a coach, and do you bid my dear 
Louifa come down ftaus and be in readi- 
nefs to go with me.’ 


«We parted now, and I 1an for a coach, 
wondering, within myfelf, how this (trange 
bufinefs would terminate. Happily 1 got 

Ones 
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one, and in a few minutes, a lady all 
muffled up appeared ; and feaiful that fhe 
fhovld fee me, and find her miftake, I 
lifted her up with all a lover’s hafte, and 
put her inthe coach, wifpering the man. to 
drive to my lodgings :—I was now ap- 
prehenfive of fpeakıng, for fear my dear 
Loxsf3 fhould diftinguith my voice fiom 
her lover's, but to my no little furprize, 1 
found the deception continued, and my 
new Dulcinea was enquiing whither we 
were going, and when we were to be 
married ; which queition I evaded with 
uncommon tagacity. Though I had no 
doubt of my dear, fweet, and charming 
Louya bringing a handiome fortune, as it 
was ‘apparent, that an appointment was 
made, and Mr. Amwell was to have ran 
away with her, yet, I confefs, I was withing 
for a candle—all lovers have not the fame 
eyes: What Mr. Amwell might think an 
angel, I might fancy a devil :—However, 
let her he ever fo ugly,—the whimfical 


adventure, thought I, will make an ample 
compenfation. | 


** Having now arrived at my lodging— 


we augited, and I efcorted my muffled 
lady up to a private ¢paitment. 


«€ When 
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<< When fhe was feated, I was between 
two minds, whether oi not to exaniine 
my piize before | made ufe of it. I re- 
folved, however, upon hap hazard, to get . 
a candle, as I was confcıous her furpuze, 
upon the difcovery would little avail :— 
* Stay, my dear,’ cried I, ‘VU go and 
geta hennig ** No, dear Mr. Aumwell,” 
returned fhe, ** I'm in. fuch a figure—.” 
* Oh! but we fhant’t know what we aie 
about, Mahe OV esses,” ietortedsihe, 
‘© Where is the Parfon ? I’m fme he has 
the ceremony by heat. Indeed I fhould 
die with fhame upon fuch an occafion, 
Pray, Mr. Amwell——)” 


** Regardlefs of what fhe faid, I foon” 
piocued a light, and returning, * Now, 
my angel,’ faid I, * indulge me witha 
fight of your lovely face, and complete the 
conqueft you have already made.' After 
{ome hefitation fhe complied,—but ! good 
reader! figure to youifelf my aftonifh- 
ment at the fight of a winkled female, 
old enough to have been my grandmo- 
ther '—I ftood for lome moments petrified 
by furprize, which fhe perceiving, prayed 
me to forgive her. ** She had a regaid 
fo: her niece,” fhe faid, ** and knowing 
fhe was about to elope, took the advan- 

tage 
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tage of the night, being fo dark, impofed 
upon the ferant ; and to prevent Low/a’s 
being ruined by me, determined to take 
all the danger upon hertlelf.” 


Though chagrined, as I was, at the 
impofition-—yet the revenge pleafed me. 


** Looking at her with a fneeiing {mile, 
‘Iam for, Madam,’ cued I, * you 


have not played your cards better, I am 
not Mr. Aina ell’ 


** No ! Where is he ?,"—* Why,’ 1e- 
turned I, with a hearty laugh, —-* I fup- 
. pote, as you have given him an excellent 


opportunity, he has now your niece in his 
arms. i 


““ When the word arms was uttered, 
fhe turned pale, and began to ftorm and 
dance about like a bedlamute, at being 
thus cheated, and departed in a rage. 


. “Now tell me, Lovage, don't you think 
X an odd adventure ?"—* Undoubtly,’ 
returned I, ‘The biter was bit on both 
fides. —-Egad, if the niece han’t planne 
herfchemes with more caution than the 
aunt, they’re a fapiant par — 


Here 
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Here our converfation was interrupted 
by the entiance of a tall effeminate figure, 
humming aloud, the following ditty : 


FREE fiom confinemnt and (tufe, 

Pl plow thro’ the ocean of Life, ] 
To feek new delights, 
Where beauty invites, 

© But ne'er be confin'd toa wife ; 

The man that is free, 
Like a veffel at fea, 

After conqueft and plunder may roam : 
But when either confin’d 
By wife or by wind, 
Tho’ for glory defign’d, 
No advan.age they find, 

But fteer fiom the harbour. at home: 


He walked about the room, foi fome 
time, in a very fantaftıcal manner, when 
all of a fudden, turning round fhort, and 
fpyıng Blufter (who knew him) he ap- 
proached us, faying, ** I am very glad to 
fee thee, Tom! Fly blow me! But pri- 
thee, why do we not fee you at BRookes’s ? 


We are quite bored without the effence of 
your 


45 THE ADVENTURES OF BOBBY LOUNGE. 

e 
your wit, d^ n me!” Saying thus, he 
turned to the glafs, in a minuet ftep, 
tuneing fome air, that we did not directly 
uhdeiftand; which I learned afterwards; 
to be the following . $ 


FLY, fiy to yon vale, other paftımes purfue, 
Mey your eyes and tongue have determin’d thy fate, . 
This face and this fhape are not deftin?d for you, 

And former difdain ıs now turned into hate. 


Arteı viewing himfelf for fome time, he 
exclaimed,—‘‘God’s curfe! This 1s worfe 
than Wnıre’s, for there, upon tiptoe, 
one can fee the tip of one’s nofe, but by 
all that’s elegant ! heie one cannot fee 
the tip of one’s hat, though mine is really 
reckoned the largeft that ever was yet 
made————." 


** Oh! upon my confcience,” echoes 
an Hibernan gentleman, who fat in 
a box by the fire, ** Billy, my honey, by 
the Lord Harry, yowie always at the 
glafs,-and indeed a figure like your's 
wont bear much examination; for you 
look like one of the wax figures in Fleet- 

ftreet 
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honey." ** Your comparifons were,’ and 
ever will be odios Sir Dennis; but I 
can only entertain contempt for them.”— 
<< The ladies !” returned the other, ** Oh 
gentlemen, view the ladies’ man.” Here 
Sir Dennis turned Billy about, to the no 
{mall entertainment of the whole com- 


pany; and tunes the following ftanza from 
Mr: Edwsn’s favourite Collection :— : 


at A clerk I wasin London gay, 
© Billy lini um feedle ; 

* And went in boots to fee the play, 

: * Merry fiddlem tweedle . 

€ [ march’d the lobby, twiil'd my ftıch, 
«* Diddle, daddle, deedle ; 

t The girlsallcry’d, he's quite the kick! 
ct Bill, lınkum feedie.” 


5 


* A pretty play thing for the ladies,” 
continues Sir Deazis: ‘* Devil burn me, 
if I don’t believe he has got ftays on— 
oh, you aic a fine fuck of wood.” 


* You horrid favage, let me go,” cries 
Billy, “ or by——." “What “is the 
puppet going to dıaw ?” Here Billy drew, 
and was retreating backwards, when a. 
waiter entering with {ome tried chops, 

| ren 
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ran againft the ftrutting fop, and dif- 
charged the greafy contents of the plate 
upon his fine cloaths! This accident 
compleated the fcene—Billy fainted—Sir 
Dennis laughed—and all the company tit- 
tered. °° Oh, he ısa man for the ladies— 
he his the tippee O !” faid Sir Denis. 


After fome time Belly recovered. ** Well 
pigeon heart," fays Sir Deants again ?— 
* Waiter,” cried Billy, without heeding 
what he faid, ** if you will run and get 
me a chair, I will forgive the mifchief you 
have done. D hes waıter vane andin a 
few minutes returned, when the fop faid, 
« Well now I fhall leave this hord den, 
for if ever I was in company with fuch a 
fet of favages, evaporate me!” So fay- 
ing, he hurried out of the room, leaving 
Sir Dennis, Blufer, and m (elf almoft con- 
valfed with laughter. 


CHAP. 


Cas CNN 


CHAP VII. 


EECEIVE TWO LETTERS,—ONE FROM DISMAL) AND 
ANOTHER FROM A COMPANION, WHO IS GONE 
TO BATH,—MEET AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE. 


7 


N the evening when I returned home; 

I found two letters on my table, one 

of which I knew came from mv friend 
Difmal, wherein I found enclofed the 
aruount of the fale of my goods, (thefum 
total of which was 3l. 115. 113d.) This 
was to me a feafonable relief ; for though 
my Lord kept on promifing, yet I found 
he had done nothing for me yet, and 
my cafh was reduced to two guineas. 
Difmal informed me of fome particulars 
wortny remark: one in particular was, 
that I had an uncle, who, about twenty 
years ago, went to the Weft Indies; but 
whether he was living or dead, he could 
not tell; however he encouraged me to 
hope all things would turn out to my ad- 
vantage. The good man’s fympathy-and 
friendihip filled me with grautude—and 
feeling mylelf very comfortable, fat down 
E 2 io, 
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to read the contents of the other letter, 
which on opening, I found to be a pretty 
long one, and contained the following 
fcene, which my friend. faw at an inn on 
his road to Bath , —— 


SDEARPOUNGE 
** You remember I have fome time ago, 
wrote vou an account of my {afe arrival 
in tnefe parts ; and had fcarce leifure fo to 
co v hen Į addreffed you; therefore could 
not fuu you with any thing woithy 
notice. 


the road hither : 


* You muit know then, that on our 
journey, at the inn where we took up our 
refidence for the night, I was placed in a 
chamber the next to a j9#ag¢ ladv’s, as I at 
firt conceived, which onlv a thin wainfcot 
parted ; fo that I could have eatily thruft 
mylelf through : however I reconciled my- 
felf by embracing the opportunity I had 
to indulge my cuuofity, in obfeıvıng all 


the 
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the ceremony of zndrefing ; when I had 
mole experience, perhaps, than many of 
double our ages. 1 faw her pray, undrefs, 
and go to bed. And if you had been @ 
fpe&ator, you muft have been filled with 
{urprife, on obferving the preliminaries 
and the operations, which took place, to 
reduce a fine engaging woman, in ap- 
pearance, to ber very felf, previous to her 
committing her remarns to the inclofure of 
the curtains. She commenced difrobing, 
and proceeded giadually too withal, a ca- 
pite ad calcem, from top to toe: firk, off _ 
went her head-drefs, and I foon {pied out 
that fhe had red hair, though women 
ufually fo powder, that they often blind 
our eyes; and a man may be marred a 
confiderable while before he difcoyers 
what colour his wife's hair ıs of, if fhe 
always takes care to drefs or undrefs opt 
of her hufband's fight. Then out came 
three or four artificial teeth, which fhe 
carefully put into her little box, but firft 
rubbed them with he: handkerchief: -Af- - 
ter that {he plucked off her mantua, un- 
loofed her ítays, and then from her arm- 
pits brought out two fweet bags, and from 
each hip, a plumper, to make her Jadyfhip 
look with jolly fides, which will bear a 
good thrumming on occafion, Then ryb- 

E bed 
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bed her breaft with a fine white cloth, 
and looking into the glafs, fmiled to her- 
ielf, which was as much as to fay, O how 
do thefe bevitch men, and drive them 
almoft to a madnefs! So aiter all thofe 
troublefome appurtenances, petticoats, red 
fhoes, filk ftockings, &e. which half made 
up the eflence of a woman, were well off, 
the flipt her morning gown over hei 
fmock, kneeled by the bed-fide, and ım- 
plored of God Almighty, I fuppofe, to 
fend her a good night’s reft, and a plea- 
fant dream of marriage. I being myfel£, 
{tinted my curiofity, and intruded no far- 
ther on the fecresy. 


_ * Thus far indeed my fancy led me to 

do, and have learned experience from it ;, 
but E was unwilling to prefs upon mo- 
defty, or difturb my repofe, by beholding 
perhaps thofe beauties which would create 
me a difguft in ruminating upon. 


* Thus, dear Bob, in a moment we 
learn more than m twenty years. Tis. 
true 1 fleep pretty heartily ; but whenever 
I waked, I could not but reflect on what 
Fhad feen, and confidered on the deceit- 
fulnefs of that fex, who daily by their 
wiles and fubtle artifices, are too hard for 


Us,, 
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us, though we lav claim to thee parts of 
the fenfe and 1eafon in Chiiftendom. 


** I proteft, as matters aie, were it fo 
decent, a man Should examine a woman 
before he mairies her, as a butcher does 
an ox or a fheep, or horfe-market man, a. 
pad at Smithfield, that he may the better 
be fatisfied that they are found both wind 
and Lamb, and look in the mouth, to fee 
how the teeth are fixed, natural or arufi- 
cial, to have thre Icfs occafion of complain- 
ing atterwaids. And though ’tis probable 
that we may, and fome men daily do. meet — 
with women that make very good wives, 
yet, would modefty allow it, this cuftom 
were not amifs; and in fome countries, 
there 1s more than oidinary caie about 
marriages, and there is all infpe&ion made 
into the ftate of the woman's body, as 
wellas her mind, that the male party is 
to marry. And this indeed a great piece 
of prudence. But I am apt to belıeve, 
Bob, that foreign women aie. not altoge» 
ther fo ufed to the many fallacies our 
Englifh experience, and fhould every one 
ac as the woman I have been fpeaking. 
of does, 'twould almoft make me loath 
the whole fex; and you know, ’tis not 
every little matter that can draw me is 

tne 
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the love of a woman. You may thank 
God, that jou aie likely to have a moft 
virtuous, young, and beautiful wife— 
When I fhall make an attempt towards 
‚one, I cannot tell ; that fuch bleffings are 
fcarce, the world fufficiently knows ; and 
the longer a man is waiting for a good 
wife, the better in all probability, he will 
meet witb at laft. 
“learns dean Sir, 


CS QUIS. 
cc +> 


Enlivened by the chearing encourage- 
ment I had received from Dzfmal’s letter, 
and entertained by the novelty of the 
other, I perambulated into the Park.— 
The evening was pleafant, the place very 
full of campany. 


In one of my walks, who fhould I meet 
but an old playmate of mine in my in- 
fancy : his father left him a pretty for- 
tune, and very well to do; yet there was 
a cloud upon his brow, as if his mind was. 
labouring under fome difcontent. 


** Prithee, George,” faid I accofting him, 


'* what the plague can-make you look fo 
fad >” 


o 8 Oh 
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se Oh Bob,” faid he, ** I doindeed look 
fad, but not without a caufe. You know 
i was placed apprentice in Cheapfide ; 
and being out of my time, and my father 
dead, 1 began bufinefs with a pretty ca- 
pital, as I had a turn. naturally gay and 
expenfive, it may eafily be fuppofed, upon 
getting a luge fum of money into my 
ha’ 1s, I gave loofe to every ımpulfe of 
inclination; and my principal ambition 
being to be thought a fine gentleman, 1 
loft no opportunity of making myfelf wor- 
thy fo difinguifhed a character. I fub- 
{cribed to every concert, hired a country 
houte, and in fhoit took every ftep to 
seach the fubnnt of fubaltern politenefs. 
I fucceedcd fo far in my endeavours, as 
to be taken notice of by all the young 
ladies in the neighbourhood, and I had an 
actual offer from the deputy of a certain 
waid, of four thoufand pounds in hand, 
with his daughter, exclufive of what J 
fhould be enutled to at his deceafe. This 
propofal, I muft confefs, was agreeable 
enough; for I was gay: no man eyer 
paid a ftn&ter attention to bufinefs ; and 
] was fai from difliking the girl, or her 
fortune. But unhappily, I had an ambi- 
uon to be maned to a woman of family, 
and Mi. Deputy net being entitled to 


wily 


~ 
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write the three pretty letters E. S. Q, after- 
his namé, I declined the propofal, with 
profefinns of the higheft refpect, and faw 
my intended fpoufe in a fortnight after 
married to a worfhipful tallow chandler, 
not quite an hundred miles from Aldgate. 
Chance, however, good naturedly effected 
what I was fome time bringing about :— 
happening to fup one night at a grocer’s 
houfe, a neighbour, I became acquainted 
with one of the mof amiable ladies I ever 
faw in my hfe; my eyes were riveted on 
her the whole evening, nor could poffibly 
think of any thing elfe but that agreeable 
idea after the company broke up. After 
2 fleeplefs night, I arofe, heaved a figh, 
{crawl’d over a love letter, 1ead it half a 
dozen times, and then threw it in the fire, 
undetermined what method to puifue in 
regard to the new emotions I found in my 
heart. F hadn't been down ftaiis above 
half an hour, when who fhould I fee but 
the identical charmer ftepping into my 
fhop, with a feeming timidity, to order 
home a piece of fine muflin. Not to be 
too prolix, I made ufe of that opportunity 
to obtain-an appointment. One interview 
produced another, a fecond brought on a 
third, and fo on, till at laft I was bleffed 
wich a confeffion of reciprocal efteem, and 


declared 
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declared to'be the object of her choice.. 
Elated with joy, I waited on her father, 
Sir Simon Epping. He had been a cheefe- 
monge, who had ferved the office of 
Sherif, and ' -ceived the honor of Knight- 
hood when '.. prefented the City addrefs : 
he had m~ v children, fo he could {pare 
me no morc chan twelve hundred pounds 
with his daughter. But I was too roman- 
tically in love, to value fortune; fo I 


made myfelf perfectly happy in the pof- 
feffion of the woman I loved.” 


* What, is fhe dead then *” inter- 
-rupted I. 


€ Heaven forbid,” returned he: ““ no, 

it is her extravagance that makes me fad.” 

«€ But then,” fad I, ** vou can very well 
3) 


afford 1t-———— 


Here we were interrupted by two ladies 
who accofted us, one elegantly dreffed, 
accompanied by the lady I had met at the 
play—the charming Matilda—the former 
] underftood to be the wife of my friend : 
compliments paffed. ** Mamma has of- 
. ten enquired after you,” fays the charm- 
ing gil, fmiling with ineffable fweetnefs. 
** Forgive my want of politenefs," re- 

turned 
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turned I, f bufinefs———” “ Well, 
excufes—let us have your company ma 
when convenient. l'll affure you, Sir, 
not to flatter, Mamma has a very great 
efteem for you,"  * I'm but too happy in 
gaining the efteem of people I honou fo 
such.” ** Quite a courtier!” 1eturned 
Alıtzioa. ** Apropos, Mrs. Trvedy,” con- 
Laued fhe, teznirg to my friend’s wife, 
“Cnav2 vou aca d to invite. Myr. Lovage, 
to Lady Direi s rovte to-moirow even- 
= ie. my dear,” sephed Mrs 
^as hen to Spieltage menvith 
catu,  yourompany i Mar addi 
uodal nler'ure fo out party, at leaft, I 
think Lcan ani:erz for one, ' added the, 
EI at Morlaaarch 59 bluihed, 
and ftammered o t, “f Lod! Mis T, soy,” 
Afer fome une ipentin an We RON one 
ver-ation, we left the Park, and I returned 
home, after b juni p i to Walt on 
theighai pose ere darte aÑ is ng evening. 


ate cs 


E 


CHAL: 


ATTEND THE LEVEE--AM ELATED WITH JOY— 
AN EVENING ROUT—HUMOURS or A CARD 


TABLE. 
1 


A FT ER having paffed a tight filled 
with the pleafing image of the 
lovely Matilda, Y attended the levee as 
ufual; my Lord, that day, running up to 
me, congratulated me on my approaching 
appointment ; * for," fays he, ** the en- 
fung week a vacancy will take place in 
the Secretary of State's Office, which 
will enable me to fix you in an eligible 
fituation :” elated as I was with joy at 
the news, I failed not expreffing my 
thanks to his Lordfhip for his goodnefs : 
«€ pow," days I to myfelf, “I can with 
pleafure, addi efs the charming Matilda on 
the theme of love; before I could not." 
My raptures fo got the bette: of me, that 
I did not recollect, for {fome time, where 
Iwas; ** Heyday” fays Bluftery tapping 
me on the fhoulder, “ what in the name of 
fortune 
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fortune makes you fo mary ?—“Ah, 
Blvfler," (aid I, ** congratulate me, Tam 
PROMISED a PLACE next week ;"— 
* I give you joy of your piomye,” re- 
turned he. I immediately acquainted him 
win my recontre with Maria, conclud- 
ing with inviting him to fhare of the mirth 
of the enfuing evening. 


Having dined together, we paited to 
drefs for. the rout—he promifi Dese pu 
me at Lady Diaper’s, with whom he wa 
well acquamted,-— as 4n (hort, he was an 
moù people of fafhicn. 


After having gone thicuph the hands 
of an able frifieur, and three hours {pent 
in the different departmerts of drcfs—I 
proceeded in a coach to Salifbuts -ftıcet, 
the coachman having announced my pr- 
rival, by aloud iat-tat at the door—wlach 

no fooner opened, then J mn nımbl, in 
the parlour, where my chau mer was fested 
with her mama and Mrs. T dos who, I 
found was related to Mrs D > com- 
plimerts flzw about now hke w hoa 

‘there mayank pices fe gay agreeable, 
faid Mrs Tey, why, Si we thought 
we fhould never oi ihe hone of ano- 
ther 
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ther vifit,” exclaimed Mrs. D—— ; ** the 
honour thould' have been mine,” replied 
-J. ** Why madam, he and my helpmate 
are old acquaintances, infant play-fellows.” 
*€ Indeed > ** Yes,” anfwered Mrs. Trueby, 
“but that was in thé days of innocence?" 
Replies Miis, ** why you make them as 
old as Druid’s coufin, —** But Mi. Lounge 
J hope you are not offended at my couün's 
raillery ;"—*'* Oh, not in the le4ft, it 1: 
perfectly agreexble;—'* O^, you good-na- 
tured cteiture,” returns Mis. Zruehi, 
** too good for the age we live inj—you 
fhould have flourithed in the days of good 
Queen Befs ;—** A truce! a truce! I be; 
feech ye coufin,” cries Matilda; ‘ Ah, 
Lucy is a madcap füll," rephed Mrs. 
D—, ** but come, Sir, our tea by this 
ume is ready, fo without ceremony we'll 
walk up -ftairs—Mis. D—— and Mrs. 
Truby walked up, and I lead Matilda ;— 
** You feem thoughtful, Madam,” faid 1,, 
tenderly, preffing her hand to my lips, 
which fhe did not attempt to withdraw. 
—'* No, not at all, Mi. Lounge,” replied 
fhe, endeavouring to recover herfelf !— 
s Oh ! Matilda could 1 be but favoured 
with your regard.” You already poflefs 
that Siz: think not that {can be ungiateful 
F 2 for 
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for the attention you paid me:” “Ah, how 
happy you make me by this confeffion .” 
* then vie it with diicretion,” added (he, 
pattinoweme a twice m= wit be ane MI 
again pteffed her hand, and we walked up 
ftais ; * Oh, here they come," echoes 
Mrs. Trieby, ** pray vou couple of devils 
what have ye been amufing yourfelves 
vith, looking at the pi&ures, or taking 
too great a notice of originals, eh ?” look- 
ing flily at Matilda. ** Pihaw ! coufin, you 
are always piaguing me," anfwers my 
lovely girl, “Ah, Iwifh I could once 
purtuade her to be ferious,” returns Mrs. 
D * Pray, Madanı.” faid I, ad- 
Crefüng myfeif to Mrs. Truedy, ** where is 
my friend, I thought I (hould fee him 
here * ** Your friend, Sn, Oh! I fhall be 
trovbled with his odious exhoitations foon 
enough; out, apiopos, you may well call 
him your friend, for he has been extremely 
lavıfh in your piaife,” replies Mrs Touchy. 
“Indeed he has given an excellent def- 
cripeon of ycur many good qualines, and 
Yam very happy in the acquaintance of fo 
worthy a young man,” rephed Mrs. D —. 
Mai'lda’s eyes feemed to {parkle appıoba- 
tion at what her mother fud. ** Madam," 
‚ad I, ** you honour me too müch, but 

be 
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beaflured, that whatever may be my fail- 
ings, gratitude or honour never fhall be 
wanting to'retaliate your franknefs and 


civility.’ 8^ G 


By this it was to time to fet off for Lady 
Diaper’s; and a coach being called, we 
foon ariived at: Lombard-ttreet ; going 
up ftairs, Mrs. frh by fud, ** now we fhall 
fee a fpecimen of city falhions:” we entered 
the 100m, which was full of company, 
among whom I^ perceived Captain Blufler 
in converfation with a whole circle of 
ladies.-—Nothisg happened worthy of re- 
mark,-exceptinguny obtaming a promife 
of’mutual affection: this at once com- 
pleated ‘my happinels, and which made 
me éxcellent company the whole evening. 


I now begin to veconneitre the com- 
pany : 
E rE shee ] TE 

Mrs. Trueby having, jomed fome com- 
pany, her hufband, ‘Mis. D——, my 
charmer, and myfelf promenaded the 
room; as we paffed one table, we obferved 
a groteíque groupe at cards; the frit, who 
I underftood was Mrs. Bodkin, wid ow of 
the late Sammel Bodin, Dj, auzen and 
E 3 taylor, 
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taylor; (he appeared to be upwards of. 
threefcore, and the yellownefs of her flefh. 
was rendered more ftrıkıng by her drefs, 
her polonefe was made tight to her fhape, 
of a brilliant orange colour, it was flounced, 
feftooned with crape and ribbon, her 
petticoat was. a filver tiffüe, and fhe had 
filver guaze cuffs ’vandyked to the top of: 
her fhoulders, a white ribbon encircled 
her {craggy neck, while buffont attempted ; 
to cover her bofom as flat as a deal boardy. 
her withered arms were: decorated: with, 
pearl bracelets, faftened with. diamonds,, 
and her fingers loaded with rings :—fuch! 
was the figure now planted: befere, us ; 
having been Lfound mortifted by arun of 
bad cards, fhe was going'to try her 
luck by renouncing, though fhe held two 
good diamondsin the fuit, in queftion, in 
her hand ; fhe accordingly gave a fignifi- 
cant ogle a-crofs the table to her partner, 
a handfome young fellow, and finely con-' 
trafted to herfelf ; he did not, however, 
feem tocomprehend her ocularinformation;, 
upon this her antagomift, Mrs. Dumplın, a 
baker's wife, about zo years younger, and , 
very corpulent with a fiery complexion, 
and a fcarlet feather nodding over her, 
forehead, exclaimed, in a hoarfe. key, ; 
What 
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“What do you mean by that, madam,’ 
to my knowledge, you are able to follow, ' 
I can tel every card in: the pack.". 
* Really, madam,” replied. the widow, 
“this ıs very extraordinny, for if you 
have not actually looked over my hand, or 
have had dealings with the devil, you 
could not.tell what ts there.” ' ** Neither 
one or the other madam,” anfwered the 
other, I fcorn'your infinuations, ** I have: 
had no: dealings with your friend, the 
gentleman sn'black, but I happen to have' 
a good memory madam, lam not fuper- 
anuated, I can inform you of every card 
that is out, and confequently: muft know 
what is in. your hand; I can, therefore, 
be pofitive that you have diamonds in: 
your hand, aye, more than one." “ Asto» 
your being pofitive in regard to what is in ` 
my hand," faid her antagonift, *ıs a 
monftrous piece of impertinence, and what > 
you have nothing to do wih, madam.” 
** No, madam ! ieplied the choleric lady, 
‘© have I not to do with my game ? Am 
I not to win it if I have cards? Are you 
to cheat me out of it ?” “Cheat! I 
cheat!" echoes the other, ** really, madam, 
I don't underftand ye; you take gieat 
liberties with me, and 1 will not put up 
wi 
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with them I affure ye:—Cheat you! 
fureiv | have not lived fo long in the 
world to have fuch 2n 1n(vlt offered me." i 
“Way realy,” returned the other, ** you 
have hved long enough to know better,’ 
‘Ny ume of life" retorted my pretty 
wrinkled dame, Told! Heaven giant 
me patience! I would have you to know, 
ma'am, ——but, there's your tricks, much? 
sod may they dp you; and] have done : 
with you.” Here the poor lady vociferat- 
ing with too much voilence, unfortunately”, 
cilchareed three of her falfe teeth, and 
they dropped upon the table; and as they . 
appeared fiutable ornaments to .the thiee : 
tricks, they produced rucha 1 oarof laughter,” 
to:.the fuil enjoyment of which we loudly ı 
contributed... Soon ofter which, having 
{een enough of the cizy rout, we retui ned 


bome, well fatisfied with our evening's 
diverfion. ; 


( 69 } 


ae ks 


AN UNEXPECTED ACCIDENT—MY DISTRESS ON 
THE OCCASION—CONFUSION AT MY LORD’s Df» 
HBAVIOUR—BLUSTER'S ADVICE. 


F OR the fpace of a fortnight, no 
mortal enjoyed more felicity ; cgn- 
tinually ‘cheered by my Lord's numer- 
ous promifes, and my Matilda’s aflurances 
of conftancy. JE 


One morning after my dancing attend- 
ance on my Lord—I, as ufual, haffened 
to fee-the idol of my wifhes—whén, what 
was my furprize at beholding the houfé 
fhut up; ‘* heav’ns !” cried I, §* what 
extraordinary affur has brought’ this 
about ?—Rut yefteiday I was len 
of men! But now, alas ! Who fo mifer- 
able?" Seeing a woman ftanding at a 
door, near the houfe, I enquired of her 
whither Mis. D was gone; fhe red 
plied, ** fhe knew nothing more of the 
matter, than that they had fet off ina poft 
chafe early that morning, but whither 

they 


t 
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they were gone, fhe covld not tell.” T 
thanked her fo: the’ intellizeace, and 
haitened to Ti vedy’s, who wes as much 
furprized as I was. ** Alas,” cried I, 
“then fhe is gone for ever !- Happinefs 
will be a trange: to ray bofom tll find 
my Matıda”. “* Time,” replied. Mr. 
Tisebv, C5 wyl bung that about—have 
patience.—‘* Patrence to’ a. madman,” to 
one who loves as I do; who but yelterdäy 
vas happy, bat now, alas! who fo mifer- 
able?" “I blame you not Mr. Lounge 
for your concern, for indeed my coyfin 
merit all your affection,” faid Mis. Trueby. 
But here-we were interrupted by a footran 
out of breath, who delivering us a letter, 
yanifhed in an inftant: by the fuper- 
{cripnon, I knew it to. be the hand of 
Matilda. Mrs. Trueby looking at the feal, 
which was black—trembled, and let it 
fall. Mr. Zrueby then taking it up, opened 
x, and out dropped a picture of my dear 
girl; I inftantly fnacched it and preffed it 
to my lips, while Mr. Trzedy opening the 
letter, reads as follows: 


DLA* 
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mpm do: | Eola elle 


' 


ADEARACOUSIN | 4 : 
t E ‘ 


t Y ^ J (i D 

S: N U may, perhaps, .be furprizeds 

A mydear Lady) atthe news I am 
about to acquaint you with : .Í am now; on 
my journey tò Barbadoes :— You may re- 
member my Mama has a brother sho 
fettled there; he being at the. point ‚of 
death, and he ‘having no other relation, 
except her fent for us, ‘with attendants to 
conduct us.thither. I have only time to 
iend this; together with my pi&tuie, which 
I beg you will deliver to Mr. Lovage: and 
tell him to make himfelf eafy, with the 
hope of feeing me foon. 


1 A M & dá i U 


YOUR’S SINCI RELY, 


Ita Td LOD sd SD ==," 


i t a! 


‘Lys, I confefs, gave me forne comfoit ; 
and I refolved to make mylelf ealy, rely- 
ing upon my Loid's promife of my per- 
ferment: though I was at once deter» 
mined to hint to bim, the confufcd flate of 
: my 
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my affairs ; for I now owed my taylor more 
than was in my power to pay him; my 
landlady, to whom I was fix months in 
arrears for rent, which the feemed preffing 
for. This, 1 muft confefs, ftaggered me ; 
I therefore, deterrained to urge my fitua- 
tion to him next morning. Accordingly I 
did; and the Noble Peer no fooner under- 
ftood I was in diftrefs, but he turned upon 
his heel, amd faid, “I had better re- 
matned in the country, for he fhould not 
2e able to appoint any one there this fix 
months.” No words can paint the dif- 
traction I laboured under at hearing this. 


* Your Lordfhip promifed to appoint 
me laft weck.” ** Tis true,” replied he, 
“< I did, but I am difappointed." “ Ah, 
my Lord, fo am I too, and bitterly I 
aflure ye." Saying this, I walked to the - 
other end of the room, where I was ac- 
cofted by a perfon in black, whofe fhabby 
appearance denoted hus poverty, and by 
what I could find, had fubfifted upon his 
Lord(hip's promifes for a long time. 


“Sn,” fad he, addreffing himfelf to 
me, * I perceive, by your chagrin, that 
my Lord has diíappeinted you, but believe 

me, 
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me, you are not the only one, he has de- 
ceived, I mytelf have lived upon hopes, 
expectances, and promiles for th. fe two 
years. my taylor will not give me cedit 
for another fuit of cloaths, and my land- 
loid threatens to clap me in Newgate 
for my rent. the belt fiend that I have 
had 1s my uncle—you underftand me; ıt 
1s impoffible for a Levee Haunter not to 
know my friendly relation in. Long-Acre, 
who only takes thuty per cent to oblige ye! 
he is a very civil man PH affure you, he 
has ftudied the giaces, but unfortunately I 
have loft his friendthip ; my laft fhırt went 
yeiterday, and he has as little faith as Jacob 
Solomon, though no levite—thus you fee 
] am woife off than you.” 


Blufter’s coming up to me the other went 
away. limmediately acquainted him with 
my difiefs,——he piuea me, but he had 
that moment received a fimilar rebuff, ad- 
ding that his Loidfhip was a villain, and 
that we had both been deceived ;—** But 
Lounge,” laid he, “I am determined eı- 
ther to make my fortune, or be entuely a 
beggar, this very night! and I will make 
a grand bet at B——’s, which will either 


G ftp 
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Érip me, or line my pockets with gold ;— 
now T would advife you to muiter up all 
you can, and try your luck." [told him 
F would contider of it, and having promifed 
to meet him in the evening at the above 
place, I returned home. 


CHAM, 


( 75 ) 


Calis ACD: geet ls 


MY REFLICTIONS—AT LENGTH AM DETERMINES 
TO FOLLOW BLUSTER’S ADVICE—~i STRANGE 
TURN OF FORTUNE—MY RESOLUTION. 


HEN I came home, I thiew myfeif 

upon a fopha, and gave way to the 

diftrefs and anxiety] laboured under:—** Is 
there no true friendfhip exifting,—ıs man- 
kind ftill to be deceived by thofe hy pocrites 
who under the makk of friendthip, involve 
his fellow-creatuies ın ruin :— Oh! Matilda, 
my charming maid, how can 1, wretched 
as I now am, atpire tothe poileffion of one 
fo {upetior to me—No! J muĝ, though 
bitter the feparation banılh myfelt an ex- 
ile to defpairing love; but I am refolved 
to follow Blufter’s advice, and if my fortune 
fail me, welcome mifery!” Saying this, 
I pulled out my purfe, and found it con- 
tained feven guineas and a half; with this 
fum, I was refolved to venture, and at the 
time appointed, met my friend, when we 
fet out for B ss, where there were a 
G 2 number 
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number of people bufed i throwing the 
dice. ** Now,” fays Blefler, ** when you 


ice me engaged, do vou bet high, and 
leave the reit to fort. ne. 


I walked fome time abcut the room, 
obierving the differcnt tables; and new 
per_ewing Blufier engaged, I fallied up to 
the table, he givirg me the wink, J betted 
and foon found mylelf malter of fifty gui- 
neas; encouraged by chs, T betted higher, 
but found my ftock confiderabiy diminifh- 
eå ;—not ditheartened br thus, 1 ftill pio- 
ceeced on, and in lfs than en hou, hed 
Won 400 guineas; overoved at this turn 
o: luck, having now mote meney than 
ever 1 before peficfíe.], 1 efolved to leave 
of. Blufler, by this had made himfclfa 
confiderable gainer; we thectoie left the 
place, and paried foi the evening, 


On my return home, T called upon my 
landlady, and paid my icut, for which I 
received a thoufand thanks, the concluding 
with delivering me a lette: , vpon cpening 
it, L found it came ficm D//gial, andin- 
clofed in another written by mv lono-lcft 
Uncle —** Heaven be maifed,” iod 1, “I 

now 
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now fhall hear fomething of my relations.” 
The contents of the epiftle informed me of 
a great encreafe to his wealth; and con- 
clucing with defiing me to come to him, 
with all poffible expedition. No words 
can exprefs my joy at the perufal of the 
letter ; I refolved, however, to gall his 
Lordfhip, before I fet off, in return or 
his duplicity. 


Go 7 CHAP. 


CHAP. XH 


SET OFF FOR THE WEST-INDIES—RECEPTION AT 
MY UNCLES—AN ADVENTURE. 


HE next morning having equipped 
myfelf very fmaıt, I attended his 
Lordfhip ; he feing me make fo genteel 
appeaiance, was overwhelming me with 
his compliments and agam numerous in 
his promifes. ** 1 am not again to be de- 
ceived by your Lordfhip,” fad I with a 
fneer, ** your promifes are like au-balloons 
full of nought but air '—No, my Lord! 
3 came not to. addrefs you in that ftyle, I 
came to thank ye for my appointment."— 
foía ing, I turned. upon my heel, and 
meeing Blufler, I told him my affair, he 
con;.ratulated me, concluding with telling 
me ne was 6ool. clear, and would if agree- 
able accompany me to the place of m 
deftination ; I replied it would be wholly fo. 
Having {pent a week n huinga place in 
a veflel, equipping ourfelves, &c, 


After 
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After having taken leave of my friend 
Trueby, we fet fail ın the Nancy packet, 
Capt. Wilfon ; and after a pleafant voyage 
put into Barbadoes, where I was foon in- 
formed of my Uncle’s habitation, at which 
place we {oon arrived; the old man wel- 
comed us with a countenance expreffing 
his Joy at feeing me.—** Ah, my dear Bod, 
thou canft not remember thy Unle,—I fet 
off on my voyage, before thou wert a 
twelvemonth old, but be that as it will, 
thou ait the only ıelatıon I have in the 
world, and as fuch I will provide for thee ; 
to-moirow moining, mv lawyer will be 
here, to whom I have given inftructions ; 
to-day fhall be fpent in viewing pait of the 
Ifland.” So fayıng, we fet out, attended 
by feveral flaves, each of which were ftii- 
sing who fhould do me the moft honour. 
Indeed I was enchanted at the variety of 
beautiful profpe&s with which this Ifland 
abounds; feveral days were pafied in dif- 
ferent amufements—when one evening, it 
being remarkable ferene and pleafant, 1 
:ambled out alone, on an excurfion. 


Having paffed feveral plantations, 
came to an alley, where I efpied the 4 
ow 
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dow of a houfe open, and heard the found 
of a guittar ; filled with cuiofity, I ap- 
proached it, and faw a female figuie, lovely 
in the extreme: the noife | made in coming 
alarmed the ladv, who fhrieked out, and 
hfüng up her veil, ditcovered to my eyes, 
no other than my charming Matslda! Our 
joy at meeting, was mexp'effible.—'* ah 
Matilda," faid I, ** "us now in my power 
to make propofals, which before I could 
not—I mean thofe of mariage." Her 
Mama coming in “ Heavens Mr. Lounge!” 
exclaimed fhe, ** who would have thought 
of feeing you here:” °* The mecting is 
rather extraordinary, replied I, ** but 
when Í acquaint you with my ftoiy, you 
will no longer wonder at feeing me.” So 
faying, I related my ftory, ın as brief terms 
as} could, and after ftaying fome time, 
returned to my Uncle's, 


CHAP, 


(Si) 
C H A P. XIII. 


MY MARRIAGE WITH MATILDA, AND CONCLUSJON. 


N my return to my Uncle’s I acquaint- 
ed him with the whole tranfaction ; 
at which he expreffed his approbation, 
concluding with telling me he would him- 
felf immediately pay a vifit to the old lady, 
and make an advantageous offer: 1 ex- 
preffed my giatitude for his goodnefs to 
me, which he anfwered with ** Pihaw, boy, 
never mind, thou fhalt be happy.” He 
bei:g gone, . I impaited my happinefs to 
Blufter,s ho complimented me on it, faying 
* by jove, you are a fortunate tellow.”— 
[a the evening my Uncle retuned, and ene 
telinx the 100m, cıled out, * there you 
yoanz dog, | hive done your bufinels for 
you, and next Sunday's the day, tol lol." 
—Here he began finging. ‘* A thoufand 
thanks niy dear fir,—but are you fure my 
Ma linis willing ?"—** Willing !” 1etuins 
m Unde, ** Aye, faith 1s fhe, and ready 
too, or Pm much miftaken, but goyourfelf 
and be convinced." 
I did 
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I did not ftay to be bid twice, but im- 
mediately flew to Mrs. D--—’s houfe, ac- 
companied by Blufter, whom I introduced 
to them, and foon after 1eceived a confir- 
mation of my Uicle’s intelligence fiom the 
mouth of the charming Marilda. The 
time flew like lightening while I was there, 
but how tediovs did the arrival of Sunday 
{eem ; at length it came, and I was united 
to all my foul held dear. 

The next morning we received the con- 
gratulations of the whole Ifland ;—and now 
reacer it 1s time for me to put a period to 
my hiftory, fince by piefeiveiance and 
honour, I have attamed an ample fortune, 
and a beloved wife ;—Heaven has been 
pieaífed to olzfs us with two children, the 
image of ther lovely Mother.— Humanity 
I exercife as far as is in my power to aıl— 
nct ‘orgeting to reward the good feivices 
ot my eld fiend Difmal; and 1 live, Lam 
prcud to fa: honcured by the Nauves, as 
a Man oi FEELI>G and BENEVOLENCE ! 
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